CHAPTER 3
EARLY AFRICAN SOCIETIES AND THE BANTU MIGRATIONS

INTRODUCTION

Cultivatian sed domestication of animals ansfonned African enlnares, like cnlhures in sonthwest

Ash, inba distingtive societics with more formal stales, specizlized labor, and more elabomie

culrural traditiees:, The region around the Mile River, Egypd 1o the narth and Mubia to the south,

Rﬂpﬂmﬂi the fiestest growing and most complex societies in Africa. These societies were noped
their

»  Cenmlized political aughority ensbodied in the absolute ruler the pharaok in Egype and
Hee persan of the King in the region of Kuesh {Nubds)

#  lmperialisl expanssm in the socond mallenniums BC.E as the Egyptian ammy pushed into
Palestine, Syvin, wnd north Adrics and south ino Nube and as e Kushincs ter
canquered Egypt and expanded them influence ti the sowily

= Highly stratified and parniarchal secietios hased on an agricultaral econeomy

*  Dwvelopment of industries, ranspomation. and trode cetworics that facilitated economic
growth and the insenningling of mltaral srditions

o Writing sysiems: hiesoglyphie, hleratic, dematic, smd Coptic seripts in Bgype and the yet-
o be-translated Mernitic inseripions in Nubaa

*  UOreamized redigiowss tradiiions that inclwde worship of Aman and Re, san gods, the cultof
Chiris, pyraimid building, and in Egypt, musnmification of the dead

At the same time that Egypt and Mubéa were becoming increasingly complex societies, the Bantu-.

tpwaking peoples o the svath were undertaking gradml migrations from their hemeland in west

cemiral Afnica snd displacing or imemaingling with the forsging peoples of e foress, These

migratioas, and athers, helped fo spread both egricoliural ischnofogy and, afier 10600 nen, oo
Hurgy reusgioet sub-Saharas Adtica.

DRITLINE
L. Early apricublural soclety in Afvica
4. Climatic change and the developmint of agricaliure m Afrca
1. Sahara regeon used 10 ke grassy steppe lands with water (10,000 BCE}
a) Abundant barting, fishing, wikl grains
by Eashiom Sudan begmes (o berd cattle and colledd gradns (MU0 RCE])
21 Permanend senbeinents and the growing of sorghin and yams (3300 nor)
d)  Small states with sermidivine rulers (5000 poE)
2. Climes becomes hotter and drier sfter 300 poe
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1} People are driven into river regions—MRile

b Anwel Boodimg makes dch soil for agrcaliue

B. Egypt and Nubia: “gifts of tho Nile™
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Egypi—lawer third of Mike River; Mobin—midkdle thdrd of Nile

Acfter 5000 mi e peaples cultivate gournds and watermebors, domesticote dookeys and
eaithe (from Sudan), and grow whiat and barley {Tbem MlisopitmE)

Agricubture ensy in Egypt {doe to Nile foading) bt mome wark in Mubia

States begin s emerges by S0 5o, snall kingdoms by 3300 B0 E

The unification of Egypd

Serong NWublm realm, Ta-Sen (3400-3200 808 )

Egype, large and prospencas state by 5100 g s

a)  Menis il Mewphis wikes Upper and Lower Egypt

by Phasoh, ahsolute ruler and owms all land

A Period (3100-2660 b E ) ard Ok Kingdom (2660-Z160 pre)

ay  Cireal pyramsds of Giza built during thes pesod; Kbt the larges:

bl Violeneo betwisn Egypl and Mubia (Egypl desnisnbes from 3000 to 2400 s.oE]
¢] Mubia later develops inte Kmpdom of Kush

d} Isderaction thriugh diplomacy, Nubian mercenanes, and menmamiage

. Turmaoil and emgpine

Pestosd of apheaval afber Ol Kisgdom (21602040 5.0 E)
Bfaddle Kingdom (2040 1640 ne e )

Mt e homsermen, Hyksos, invicke Egypt

ay  Using browse weapmns and charicts {Egypt dees nol havel
bl Copiures Memphis n 1674 BCE

oy Couses revalis in Upper Egype

M Kmgdom {1550-1070 pcE )

&} Phameb gaims power, huge snsy, large bureaucraes

bl Building projects: temples, palaces, silues

ch Tuthmasis O (14791425 voE ) built enrpie ane ludng Palestne, Syrian, Mubda
) Then Egypt falls into 2 long period of decline

Egypians driven out of Wabia in 1L e s

aj  Mwhian Kingdam of Kush; capital is Mopata

bl King Kashis congeets Thabes (m Egypt) m 760 BCE
Assyrirms with iron wenpans Evade from the north
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T, Alber fixth ceniury B9 E, serii of Forcigm eompasas
1L The for inm ol dex sncietles nnd sophisticnied cultural iradétions

A, The eowergenes of cinies and seanifiod mcisies
. Ciies are nat as prominent in Egypt a5 n Mesopotamia (zgrcubural villages)
&) Memphis, head of the delia
by Thebes, administrative cenier of Upper Egypt
@ Hellopuhis, cender of sun-pod cult
dj  Tanmis, imporiant seaport on Mediesmem
3. Nubisn cities
&) Kerma, dominaies trade routes
By Mgk, mosl progperods dity sfler Msbiss congoest of Byt
o} Mlernd, most nfluential city afier Assyrian invasion becouse it is farther south
3 Social clesses
) Egypt peasants and shaves (agriculiure), parach, prodessional miliary and
aliriETs sk
) Mubia: complex and hicrarchical saciety fcan wefl from combs)
4. Patriarchy in Both b womdn baed more idflwenes than io Mesop

) W st ag like: female pi h Hatshepsm

By Muba! wodsn s a8 Genne, preesidasas, and sdribvs
B. Ecomomic specializiom md rrade
Brome: anparisst but copper and tin rane and expengive
Tron meetalburgy develops indeperalemly {2 Sudan
Transpoctiion: sailboats, cirts, and donkey carmvans
Trade netwaorks
81 Egypt and Mubin: exotic goods from Nubia (ebony, gold, gersn, saves) asd
potieny, wine, linen, decorative items from Egvpi
h) Eiypt and the north: especially wood, fike cedar from Lebancn
¢ Egypt with Africa: Pusd (sae Affica)
C. Early wrting i the Nile valley
Hisroglypitics found on moisments and papyrus by 3200 a0 E
Hierstic somg, everyday woiting 2600600 mre,
Dremtic; annd Coptic acnpls adapt ek witing

I

Herives live very prvileged lives
Mubia adipts Egvptian wnting untl Mercdtic in fifth centary &0E (umitrass latod)
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I The developanent of organized religious maditans
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Principal gods: san gods Amon md Re

Brief pericad of mosotheism: Aten

1] Pharaoh Akhenaten's idea of 2 new capetal s Akbetaten

hi Chwders 2l ooher gooks’ panses chiseled o teir names die with him
Mummification

) A first anly pharachs are mumisified {0k Kingdom)

by Later ralivg clreses and wiealthy can afford it

¢} Evenrnally commuoners have it ioo (Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom)
Lultof Osinis

&) Brather Setl murders Osiris and scatiers his bady

by Wille Esis gathers him up and gods nestane ham Lo lilis in underwarld
€l Bocomes asaocimed with Wide, crops, feddeath, immarzlity

i Osiris prdges the heart of the dead agaimst the fusther of math
Huhians comhine Egyprizn religions with their own

ML Bamtu migrativas amd earky sgricaliural sscietios of seb-Sabaran Afriea
A The dynamses of Banis expansion

L

Banbe—language group fom wesd central Africe

&b Live slong banks of rivers: use canoes

by Cultivabe yams and ol palms

b Live inclan-hased villsges

d)  Trade with hunting'gthering fires people

Early migrations of Bamiu | 3HH0- 1080 n o)

ap  Mose soarth and wisl ingo the fonesr landa

I} Minve soisth to Cosgo River and enst to Great Lokes region

o} Absorh nouch of the population of umber'gather isher paople
& By MHHY pos gocupy maet of Adrica south of the aquator
Feavares of the Baniu

a) W camoes ard setile along banks of rivers; sprend from there
b} Agriculvaral surplus couses them o move infand from rivers
e} Bevome wlved m irde

Emaitu rase of migration increases after 1000 p.c £ due 1o appoirsnce of inm
a) Tron toals allow them o clear mone kand fior aprcultore

by Iran wesgoms give them stronger pasition.
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B, Early sgricubmural societies of sub-5eharan Afkica
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Mlimy other socictics bissdes Banhi i grale

Spread of agriculbere to most of sub=5ahoran Adfrica by 1000 scr

Mostly small commurdiics: ksd by chiele with “age g™ and inidstion rites
Religeous differences by aren

&} Some worship aingde, impersonal divine foree represcnting good fusd had
) Many mdividuals pry bo ancesiors and local gods for inlervention

Much maxing and istenmingling of culnaes



